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Peru's presidential elections are scheduled for April 8. The front-runner is Mario Vargas Llosa,
candidate for the rightist Democratic Front coalition. The Front's campaign platform is grounded
on privatization of state companies, "liberalization" of investment rules for foreign and national
companies, a shock treatment for the national economy, and annihilation of subversives. During
a speech Feb. 23 in Talara, United Left (IU) presidential candidate Henry Peasse asserted that he
will not permit the privatization of state-run Petroleos de Peru, as president or as a member of
the opposition. He said that Vargas Llosa intends to satisfy "the voracious appetites of powerful
economic groups and of the transnationals" with the privatization of PetroPeru. Next, Peasse
asserted that the main consequence of Vargas Llosa's economic "shock treatment" to curtail
inflation will be the deaths of men, women and children. On Feb. 24, during a radio interview
in Lima, Vargas Llosa said that he does support the death penalty for persons found guilty of
subversive activities. He said that if elected, he would follow the "Venezuelan example," referring
to the dismantlement of guerrilla armies in that country in the 1960s and 1970s. (Basic data from
Notimex, 02/24/90)
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